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of Richmond are graduates of VUU’s Edu-
cation program. In addition to excelling in aca-
demics, VUU boasts strong extracurricular ac-
tivities and programs. In particular, VUU has
won four NCAA Division Il National Basketball
Championships—three for the men’s team in
1980, 1992, and 2005 and one for the wom-
en’s team in 1983.

This month, VUU formally installed Dr. Per-
kins as its 12th president. Dr. Perkins is a vet-
eran educator with ties to Richmond, and | am
pleased that he has returned to Richmond to
lead this excellent academic institution.

Dr. Perkins has spent over 35 years in edu-
cation leadership roles at various levels of K—
12 and higher education. In Richmond, Vir-
ginia, he held the positions of Deputy Super-
intendent and Assistant Superintendent in the
Richmond Public School System for several
years in the 1980s and early 1990s. Dr. Per-
kins also served as Superintendent of Schools
in Kansas City, Missouri, and Clark County,
Nevada. In 2005, the Clark County, Nevada,
School Board approved the naming of the new
Claude Grandford Perkins Elementary School
in recognition of Dr. Perkins’ service to the
Clark County, Nevada, education community.

In 2009, Dr. Perkins retired from Albany
State University, where he spent 10 years in
several posts, including Professor of Edu-
cational Leadership, Graduate Dean and As-
sociate Vice President for Academic Affairs.
School officials credited him with expanding
the graduate program and increasing the Uni-
versity’s international partnerships. He also
taught graduate education courses.

Dr. Perkins is the recipient of many awards,
including: The Ohio University Medal of Merit
Award (1982); City of Richmond (Virginia)
Resolution in  Recognition of Educational
Leadership (1997); The James Herbert White
Preeminence Award for Education and Aca-
demics (2002); and the Nevada Senate Reso-
lution of Educational Achievement (2005).

VUU has already seen significant change in
the few short months of Dr. Perkins’ leader-
ship. Dr. Perkins led VUU through a success-
ful reaccreditation process, increased enroll-
ment, and began a significant campaign to up-
grade classrooms and campus housing.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased that Dr. Per-
kins is the newest president of VUU. | con-
gratulate him on this outstanding achievement
and wish him much success as he continues
the efforts to take VUU into the next century
as a leader in higher education.
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Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise to honor Mr. Harry Coghlan, a New
Yorker who has earned special recognition
and praise from the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigations (FBI) for his steadfast commitment to
advancing public safety.

On September 15, 2010, Mr. Coghlan was
presented with the Director's Award for Excel-
lence by FBI Director Robert S. Mueller. Citing
Mr. Coghlan’s continuing efforts to assist the
mission of law enforcement officials through
his donation of digital billboard space in Times
Square, Director Mueller recognized Mr.
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Coghlan in a special ceremony held in Wash-
ington, DC.

Times Square is known around the world for
its energy, color, and signature advertising bill-
boards. In January 2010, the FBI announced
an agreement with Mr. Coghlan for his com-
pany, Spectacolor, to provide 40-foot by 40-
foot digital billboard space at the corner of
47th Street and Broadway to display wanted
fugitives, missing persons, and high-priority
security alerts.

By entering into this agreement, the FBI
hoped to follow the trend set by Newark, New
Jersey, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by
empowering the public in high traffic areas to
help law enforcement by providing tips. Given
the success of the digital billboard program in
those cities, the immediate success of the pro-
gram in Times Square was a surprise to no
one.

On September 12, 2010, the FBI announced
the arrest of an alleged mobster who had
been displayed on a Times Square billboard in
Yonkers, New York. Since the inception of the
program in 2007, more than 35 arrests have
been made by the FBI in connection with tips
prompted by digital billboards.

Madam Speaker, | applaud the FBI for its
effective partnerships, and | commend Mr.
Harry Coghlan and Clear Channel Spectacolor
for their pioneering work to use advanced
technology to benefit law enforcement and
public safety.

———
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Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate a very special occa-
sion for the First Baptist Church of Waterford.
Next month the Church will be celebrating its
tricentennial—300 years in Connecticut and a
rich history that predates our nation.

In 1710, the First Baptist Church of Water-
ford was founded by members who withdrew
from the First Baptist Church of Groton to cre-
ate a new church on the western side of the
Thames River. They built a meeting house on
Pepperbox Hill, which they shared with an-
other congregation. Some services in these
early years were held at the homes of the
church’s members. The third and current
sanctuary, the Jordan Meetinghouse, was built
on Rope Ferry Road in 1848. Today, the First
Baptist Church of Waterford is the second old-
est Baptist church in the State of Connecticut.

It shares a spectacular history with the
town—having even served as the seat of its
government. It was once a recruiting station
for the Civil War. More than anything else,
however, the church’s 300 hundred years are
defined by its deep involvement and generous
contributions to the community around it.
Today, the church serves people in the Water-
ford area by providing assistance from food to
medicine to heating oil.

The First Baptist Church of Waterford is an
historic and treasured institution that has per-
severed, survived attacks by English forces
during the Revolutionary War, given our nation
statesman, soldiers and helped those in need.
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Three hundred years is a truly remarkable
achievement. | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the First Baptist Church of
Waterford on this milestone and wishing the
church well for many years to come.
—
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Megan Johnson of Fed-
eral Way, Washington for winning the 2010
Prudential Spirit of Community Award.

Every year, Prudential Financial, Inc. choos-
es two people from each State and the District
of Columbia as winners of the Spirit of Com-
munity Award. Megan Johnson was chosen
for her outstanding community service. As a
state honoree, Megan will receive a $1,000
cash award and a trip to Washington, DC. A
senior at Highline CHOICE Academy in
Burien, Megan was Washington State’s top
high school volunteer and one of ten national
honorees. She initiated philanthropic programs
for hospitalized children, the homeless, and
substance-addicted babies. Her goal is to pro-
vide the underserved with the necessary re-
sources to improve their situations.

At the age of 10, Megan Johnson estab-
lished a non-profit organization named
“Megan’s Mission,” making blankets for the
homeless and soliciting donations to buy the
homeless scarves, hats, and other warm cloth-
ing during the winter. In the following years,
Megan joined ranks with community groups,
schools, churches, and prisoners from Monroe
Correctional Complex to make blankets for in-
fants born of addicted mothers and collect
DVDs for children’s hospitals. Megan has
aided four homeless families in finding a
home; a remarkable feat for such a young
woman. Currently, Megan raises money for
Shriners Hospital for Children by writing and il-
lustrating children’s books, selling hot cider
during Christmas, selling jewelry, and soliciting
donations from corporations.

In addition to being invited to speak at the
Prudential Spirit of Community Service Awards
in South Korea, Megan has also been asked
to be a National Patient Ambassador for
Shriners Children Hospital.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Megan Johnson for her self-
less commitment to others and her dedication
to help her community.

———

CALLING ON TURKISH-OCCUPIED
CYPRUS TO PROTECT RELIGIOUS
ARTIFACTS

SPEECH OF

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, | have serious
concerns regarding H. Res. 1631 which was

considered on the House Floor on Tuesday,
September 28.
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